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Hello GESS parents and students, 

We have completed the first full week of our new schedule and we continue to be impressed by how well our staff 

and students have responded to all of the changes and protocols implemented in response to the pandemic.  

Our students have been fantastic in how well they have adapted to mask use when entering and moving about the 

building. While we work and communicate to solidify these new norms and practices around safety, one area we 

really need parental assistance with, is how our students are observing safety protocols outside of the building. 

The front of the school has seen some congestion in the morning as students and busses arrive. Mask use is 

required anywhere on school property when students cannot social distance or are out of their learning group 

cohort. Please remind your child to observe these protocols as a means of keeping everyone safe. 

Similarly, many students are not observing safety protocols when they are off campus at lunch. Students are 

walking in large groups without masks, without social distancing, etc. Essentially they are simply behaving as 

normal adolescents do. Unfortunately, this undermines our efforts to keep your children safe at school. Please talk 

to your son or daughter about the importance of being vigilant around safety and to follow the Provincial Health 

Officer guidelines when in public. Our community neighbours will also appreciate this support. 

Finally, please remember to conduct a thorough daily health check before your child leaves to school each day. If 

your child is experiencing any of the cold, influenza, or COVID-19-like symptoms they must not take the bus or go 

to school. They should seek assessment by a health-care provider and self-isolate while they await the results and 

not return to school until their symptoms have resolved. 

We truly appreciate the important role you play as a partner in keeping our school and community safe. 
 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
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