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Early College is a unique dual-credit academic program for students interested in going into arts, sciences, technologies or office administration.  Developed through a partnership between the Central Okanagan School District and Okanagan College in Kelowna, Early College is a supported and customized program that will enable students to graduate with both a secondary school diploma and academic college credits.  Students in Early College become part of a cohort of 25-30 students who complete grades 11 and 12 on the Okanagan College Campus.  This head-start enables students to ladder into Okanagan College post-secondary studies.  September 2015 will be the first intake of grade 11 students with a cohort up to 30.  

Teaching and Support
· SD No. 23 will provide all teaching, counselling and administrative staff for the delivery of the secondary school component of the program and OC will provide instructors, faculty, support services and administrative liaison for the college courses that are part of the program.

Credits
· Students will complete their graduation requirements for a Dogwood Diploma while in this program, and begin to earn post-secondary credits in academic courses of their interest.

Entrance Requirements
· Desire and commitment to making education a priority
· Interest and motivation to make mature choices and succeed in an innovative secondary school program on a college campus
· Competence or above average achievement in language arts or math
· College potential with appropriate transitioning and supports
· A high school GPA of at least 2.0
· Must be entering Grade 11 as of September 2015

Program Layout
· Year One (Sept 2015): Completing grade 11 and 12 courses in a multi-disciplinary approach
· Year Two (Sept 2016): Pathway specialization
· Arts:  Are you interested in the environment, politics, race, class, gender or equality? This pathway can lead you to working in a career in government, law, management, publishing, advertising, journalism, media, education and business to name a few areas.
· Science: Are you interested in natural environment or modern industry around you?  This pathway can lead you to a university program in biology, chemistry, computer science, physics environmental science, mathematics and statistics.
· Water Engineering Technology (WET):  Are you interested in maintaining and protecting our water sources?  This pathway can lead you to working in a career as a provincial or municipal monitoring technologist, water or wastewater treatment plant operator, environmental engineering technologist and municipal quality technologist.
· Office Administration: These people have excellent communication skills, are proficient in a variety of software programs and possess and good knowledge of the business environment.  This pathway can lead you to working in a career as a receptionist, general clerk, administrative or executive assistant.
Application
· Application packages can be found on the Early College website or from your school counsellor www.sd23.bc.ca/ProgramsServices/earlycollege
